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CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 1971 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR: ET, SO, SU, FI 

SUBJECT: SITUATION IN NORTHEAST AFRICA 

REF: STATE 34960 

1 . NIGERIAN VIEW OF CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS IN ETHIOPIA AND NORTHEAST 
AFRICA GENERALLY IS STRONGLY CONDITIONED BY FMG'S CONTINUING ADHERENCE 

TO THE PRINCIPLE OF TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF OAU MEMBER STATES. 
EXPERIENCE OF BIAFRAN SECESSION REINFORCES THIS POSITION AND IS 
USED TO EXPLAIN NIGERIAN SUPPORT FOR ETHIOPIAN UNITY AND OPPO- 
SITION TO SELF-DETERMINATION AS SOLUTION TO PROBLEM CASES SUCH AS 
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ERITREA. 

2. IN DISCUSSION WITH ACTING DIRECTOR MEA'S AFRICA DEPARTMENT 
FEBRUARY 18, IT BECAME CLEAR THAT NIGERIANS HAVE NO DESIRE BE 
FORCED TO CHOOSE BETWEEN ETHIOPIA ON THE ONE HAND AND SOMALIA 
OR SUDAN ON THE OTHER EXCEPT IN SO FAR AS THEIR POSITION ON 
TERITORIAL INTEGRITY PLACES THEM IN OPPOSITION TO THOSE WHOSE 
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ACTIONS SUPPORT THE DISMEMBERMENT OF ETHIOPIA. 

NIGERIANS CLAIM THEY DO NOT RPT NOT SEE THE 

SITUATION IN TERMS OF ARAB/AFRICAN OR MOSLEM/CHRISTIAN CONFLICT, 
BUT RATHER VIEWS IT AS A SECESSIONIST MOVEMENT WHICH SOULD NOT 
BE SUPPORTED BY ANY OAU MEMBER STATE. BY EXTENSION, OF COURSE, 
THEIR STANCE PLACES FMG AT ODDS WITH ANY GOVERNMENT PORIVIDING 
SUPPORT TO THE ERITREAN SEPARATISTS. 

3. DIIBOUTI PROBLEM IS ONE TO BE DECIDED ON PRINCIPLE OF SELF- 
DETERMINATION. FMG CLAIMS TO HAVE NO PREFERENCE FOR OUTCOME 
BEYOND ASSURING THAT POPULATION HAS OPPORTUNITY DECIDE ITS OWN 
FUTURE. SHOULD PEOPLE OPT FOR INCORPORATION INTO SOMALIA OR 
ETHIOPIA, FMG WOULD ABIDE BY DECISION. 

4. WHILE NOT DENYING THAT THERE IS SERIOUS TALK ABOUT MOVING 
OAU HEADQUARTERS OUT OF ADDIS, ACTING DIRECTOR APPEARTED TO TRY 
TO DEWONPLAY EXTENT OF SUPPORT FOR THE MOVE. HE SAID IT IS BEING 
PUSHED ONLY BY SUDAN AND "A FEW OTHERS;" HE WOULD NOT BE DRAWN 
OUT FURTHER ON THIS SUBJECT. 

5. ALTHOUGH SOMEWHAT RETICENT TO DISCUSS THE SITUATION IN DETAIL, 
THE OFFICIAL INDICATED THAT THE CONTINUING UNREST AND BLOODSHED 
IN ETHIOPIA WOULD NOT AFFECT CONTINUED NIGERIAN SUPPORT FOR THE 
COUNTRY'S TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OR FMG'S DETERMINATION NOT TO 
INTERFERE IN THE NATION'S INTERNAL POLITICS. 

6. WITH RESPECT TO THE U.U. RELATIONSHIP WITH ETHIOPIA AND OUR 
PROVISION OF MILITARY MATERIAL TO CENTRAL GOVERNMENT, ACTING 
DIRECTOR WAS UNCRITICAL. GIVEN PRESENT NIGERIAN SUPPORT FOR EFFORTS 
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OF THE ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT TO MAINTAIN COUNTRY'S TERRITORIAL 
INTEGRITY, WE WOULD NOT EXPECT FMG TO BE IN FOREFRONT OF ANY 
MOVE TO CRITICIZE U.S. FOR PROVIDING SUPPORT TO THAT GOVERNMENT. 

7. COMMENT: ACTING DIRECTOR GAVE IMPRESSION THAT FMG SOMEWHAT 
UNEASY AND UNSURE OF WHAT ACTION TO TAKE IN CURRENT SITUATION 
BEYOND REAFFIRMATION PRINCIPLE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY. 
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